The Grand Dowager
as Queen-Dowager her position was that of first lady at Court. On
Thiri-thu-dhamma's accession in 1622 shebecame Grand Dowager.
By 1630 she was probably about fifty-five years of age. Her name
was the Lady Htwe Naung. Now, it so happened that the Japanese
captain's wife was Burmese, and that before her marriage to him
she had been the Grand Dowager's lady-in-waiting. In virtue of
that appointment, she still had the entre'e to Court, and had re-
mained on close terms with her former mistress. What therefore
Captain Donno proposed was this: he would ask his wife to men-
tion to the Grand Dowager the Friar's predicament. It was quite
possible that the old lady would be sympathetic, for in her youth
at Pegu she had been somewhat attracted by the Catholic faith
and was known to have encouraged the priests who ministered to
the Portuguese mercenaries in the employ of her father. That, of
course, was long ago, went on the captain, but his wife had in-
formed him that Her Majesty had not forgotten and sometimes
referred to what the priests had told her. In any event, it was
worth trying to obtain her ear, for if she chose to exert herself her
influence could be very great.
This bit of backstairs diplomacy appealed to the Friar. As we
have seen, he had a way with women. Three days later Captain
Donno called to say that his wife had found an opportunity of
raising the question with the Dowager. As she had hoped, Her
Majesty had shown interest. Indeed, she had been very gracious,
saying she would mention the matter to the King, and advising his
reverence thereafter to seek a favourable opportunity of petition-
ing him. But he should not ask for the Christians directly. That
would complicate what might otherwise be effected without diffi-
culty. No, he should take advantage of the existing pagoda-slave
system. No doubt his Reverence was aware that when a pagoda
was dedicated, slaves were dedicated along with it to act as ser-
vants, gardeners, and watchmen. She understood that a church
had been recently dedicated. The appropriate course would there-
fore be to ask for a grant of slaves. She would suggest that his
Reverence should make a point of stating that he was not petition-
ing for Arakanese, but only for foreign slaves. When permission
was given, he could get inserted into the grant what names he
desired. Twenty was a very usual number, but with the wives and
families, and whatever relations or alleged relations he might add,
no doubt that number could be increased ten times, when perhaps
the greater part of the converts he had in mind would be provided
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